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Bridlington  Quay, 

February  lOtli,  1896. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  Urban  District  of  Bridlington  for  the  year  1895. 

Your  District  includes  Bridlington  with  part  of  the  parish  of  Bessingby 
to  form  one  locality,  known  as  the  Old  Town,  and  the  Quay  with  the 
township  of  Hilderthorpe  and  part  of  tlie  parish  of  Sewerby  to  form  th  e 
other.  The  whole  District  has  an  area  of  2,790  acres,  or  4^  square  miles 
it  has  a good  depth  of  alluvial  deposit  for  a superficial  covering,  and  the 
subsoil  is  sand  and  gravel  overlying  the  clay,  and  in  the  Old  Town  the 
chalk  foundation  comes  very  near  the  surface.  The  contour  of  the  ground 
is  undulating,  sloping  gradually  from  the  Wolds  on  the  North  and  West,  to 
the  Sea  on  the  South  and  East.  The  population  is  about  2,000  to  the 
square  mile,  somewhat  unequally  distributed,  the  greatest  density  being 
noticed  in  the  Old  Town,  the  least  in  the  Quay,  whilst  the  township  of 
Hilderthorpe  presents  a mean  between  the  other  two  parts. 
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This  table  indicates  the  rapid  growth  of  the  town,  and  the  correspond- 
ing increase  of  residential  population  and  rateable  value.  Considerable  as 
this  increase  has  been  during  the  past  ten  years  we  may  look  for  a greater 
expansion  in  the  near  future  if  only  part  of  the  promise  of  improvements 
some  already  begun,  be  fulfilled  both  in  the  Quay  itself  and  on  the  South 
side  of  the  district,  where  there  is  not  only  room,  but  a picturesque  site 
endowed  with  every  potentiality  necessary  to  a prosperous  and  healthy 
sea-side  resort,  its  charms  appealing  to  the  special  susceptibilities  of 
prospective  residents  and  visitors  alike.  Contrasting  with  the  bold  scenery 
on  the  North  side,  whose  high  white  chalk  cliffs  appeal  so  powerfully  to 
English  sentiment,  the  lower  undulating  country  of  Holderness  with  its 
rich  alluvial  soil  and  plentiful  growth  of  vegetation,  presents  a picture  of 
combined  rural  landscape  and  sparkling  sea,  surpassed  by  few,  and  not 
equalled  by  many  holiday  sea-side  places  of  greater  pretentions.  I hope 
in  the  interests  of  all,  that  the  Sanitary  Authority  will  keep  a strong 
control  over  the  new  town  in  course  of  erection  that  the  great  natural 
advantages  of  the  whole  Urban  District  be  not  wantonly  thrown  away  for 
want  of  a little  firm  government  and  official  oversight. 

Taking  the  year  just  ended  as  a whole  we  experienced  very  seasonable 
weather.  The  cold  at  intervals  during  the  early  months  was  exceptionally 
severe  and  several  very  heavy  falls  of  sncw  occurred,  whilst  in  the  later 
Spring  and  throughout  the  Summer  we  were  favoured  with  brilliant  sun- 
shine, the  mild  temperature  of  Autumn  continuing,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  somewhat  severe  frosts  in  October  and  November,  right  up  to  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  following  table  shows  that  the  widest  ranges  of  variations 
in  the  Barometer  were  in  March,  October  and  November. 


KEADINGS  OF  BAROMETER  FOR  1895. 


Month. 

Highest  ! Lowest 

Range 

Month 

Highest 

Lowest 

Range 

January... 

30-50  i 29-54 

0-96^ 

July 

30-25 

29-80 

0-45 

February . 

30-50  29-54 

0-96 

August .... 

30-18 

29-63 

0 45 

March 

30-24  29-10 

1-14 

September 

80  36 

29-70 

0-66 

April 

30-30  29-33 

0-97 

October  ... 

30-48 

29-40 

1-08 

May 

30-50  ^ 29-53 

0-97 

November 

30-40 

29-40 

1-00 

June 

30-43  29-97 

0-46 

December. 

30-30 

29-37 

0-93 

The  past  year  has  been  without  noticeable  event,  so  far  as  the  scope 
of  this  Report  is  concerned,  we  had  rather  more  sickness  and  deaths  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  but  that  was  to  be  anticipated  after  the 
unprecedentedly  low  rates  of  sickness  and  mortality  which  prevailed  in 
1894,  We  had  a return  of  the  Influenza  during  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
eleven  deaths  being  registered  from  this  cause  during  the  first  and  second 
quarters,  but  here  the  epidemic  seems  to  have  spent  itself  as  although 
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suspicious  cases  were  noted  to  the  end  of  the  year,  no  death  was  directly 
attributed  to  it,  and  the  increase  of  pulmonary  troubles  and  disease  of  the 
respiratory  system  generally  tend  to  mask  any  prevalence  of  Influenza  in 
the  Winter  months. 

Several  cases  of  Scarlatina  came  to  my  knowledge,  apparently  taking 
their  rise  from  infection  imported  from  the  West  Biding,  there  were  also  a 
few  cases  of  Enteric  Fever.  The  absence  of  any  Hospital  accommodation 
for  the  effective  isolation  of  this  class  of  disease  being  very  seriously  felt 
by  those  having  the  care  and  treatment  of  the  patients.  I regret  that  the 
plans  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  prepared  by  you,  after  having  been  approved 
by  the  Central  Authority,  failed  to  secure  your  sanction  on  the  ground  of 
expense.  Having  regard  to  the  rapid  extension  of  the  town  and  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  visitors  and  residents,  the  proposed  building 
represented  the  minimum  accommodation  it  was  judicious  to  provide  to 
enable  the  work  to  be  done  with  due  efficiency  and  completeness.  As  I 
have  elsewhere  written  such  an  hospital  is  a necessity  for  any  health-resort, 
more  especially  for  us,  catering  so  largely  for  the  holiday  maker  who 
entertains  a not  unreasonable  objection  to  taking  his  pleasure  in  a house 
which  also  shelters  someone  “ sick  of  a fever.” 

The  spasmodic  appearances  of  the  Cholera  Epidemic  which  for  three 
years  had  kept  the  feanitary  Administration  of  this  Country  on  the  alert, 
apparently  came  to  an  end  svith  a small  flicker  in  the  Autumn,  and  we  may 
be  permitted  to  hope  that  after  this  year  we  shall  see  no  more  of  the  fearful 
scourge  for  a few  more  decades.  This  like  a good  many  earthly  hopes 
however  will  be  fore  doomed  to  disappointment  if  we  fail  to  apply  the 
lessons  learned  during  the  past  four  years  and  neglect  the  teachings  of 
Hygiene.  Constant  endeavours  should  be  made  to  ensure  the  greatest 
cleanliness  in  houses  and  persons,  the  rapid  removal  of  filth  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  dwellings,  the  prevention  of  overcrowding  in  houses,  and 
of  undue  aggregation  of  buildings,  attention  to  drainage,  and  above  all  to 
the  plentiful  supply  of  pure  water,  and  the  supervision  of  dairies  and 
provision  shops  generally.  In  this  matter  of  the  purification  of  water  I 
cannot  do  better  than  bring  to  your  notice  and  to  the  notice  of  the  Water 
Company  the  conclusions  in  an  admirable  lecture  delivered  by  Professor 
Percy  Frankland  at  the  Sanitary  Institute  last  year.  An  exhaustive  series 
of  experiments  have  proved  that  storage  in  open  reservoirs  and  subsequent 
filtration  through  sand  constitute  the  only  available  practical  method  of 
freeing  drinking  water  from  pathogenic  bacteria.  Germs  which  are  not 
indicated  by  chemical  analysis  however  minute,  and  can  only  be 
demonstrattd  by  cultivation  in  appropriate  media,  are  almost  completely 
removed  from  drinking  water  after  slow  downward  filtration  through  a bed 
of  sand  after  its  surface  has  become  coated  with  a thin  layer  of  water 
slime.  Insolation  does  not  penetrate  in  all  conditions  of  turbidity  to  a 
depth  sufficient  always  to  ensure  thorough  sterilisation  of  water ; and  the 
oxidysing  processes  of  nature  are  only  thoroughly  available  in  running 
streams. 
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Although  the  excess  in  deaths  from  Summer  diarrhoea  somewhat  mars 
our  otherwise  favourable  statistics  of  mortality,  I have  the  pleasure  of 
directing  your  attention  to  a fairly  satisfactory  report  and  of  congratulating 
you  on  a successful  year  of  administration. 


DEATH-BATES  FOB  FIVE  YEABS,  1891-95. 

1895.  1894.  1893.  1892.  1891. 


General 

Zymotic 

joeneral 

Zymotic 

General 

Zymotic 

General 

Zymotic 

General 

Zymotic 

The  District 
England  & Wals 

17*32 

18*7 

'2*92 

2*14 

13*70 

16*60 

1*01 

1*76 

19-80 

19*20 

2*54 

2*47 

17*70 

19*00 

1*74 

1*90 

19*08 

20*20 

1*42 

1*83 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  ENGLAND  & WALES  FOB  1895. 

The  vital  statistics  of  England  and  Wales  shown  in  the  Begistrar- 
General’s  Summary  contained  in  his  Beport  for  the  final  Quarter  of  1895 
exhibit  an  increase  in  both  births  and  deaths  on  the  previous  exceptional 
year. 

The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales  in  1895  was  30*3  per  1000  of  the 
population,  which  although  higher  than  the  low  rates  of  1890  and  1894  is 
lower  than  any  other  rate  on  record,  and  0*9  per  1000  below  the  average 
rate  in  the  ten  years  1885-94. 

The  death-rate  in  1895  was  18-7  per  1000  which  shows  an  increase  of 
2.1  per  1000  on  the  low  rate  of  the  preceding  year  ; but  it  is  0*2  below  the 
average  of  the  ten  years  1885-94. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  1000 
registered  births  was  161,  the  mean  proportion  in  the  ten  years  1885-94 
having  been  146. 

The  deaths  from  disease  of  the  Zymotic  class  correspond  to  a rate  of 
2*14  per  1000  living,  against  2*52  and  1*81  respectively  in  the  preceding 
two  years. 

(Begistear  General). 

:o: 

POPULATION  AND  MABBIAGES. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  in  1895  was  estimated  to  be 
9925,  of  which  3812  belong  to  the  locality  of  Bridlington  and  6113  to  that 
of  the  Quay,  showing  an  estimated  increase  of  the  previous  years  total  of  92. 

There  were  106  marriages  contracted  in  the  District  in  1895,  being  25 
more  than  in  the  year  preceding.  The  marriage-rate  was  10  68  per 
thousand  of  population,  or  21*36  persons  married  per  1000. 
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BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 

There  was  a total  of  244  births  registered  in  the  Urban  District  during 
the  past  year — 118  males  and  126  females — and  very  nearly  evenly  divided 
between  the  Old  Town  with  121,  and  the  Quay  with  123.  The  births  for 
1894  and  1893  being  265  and  225  respectively. 

The  birth-rate  for  Bridlington  was  31*74  ; for  the  Quay  20*12  and  for 
the  Urban  District  24*58  per  1000  living.  There  were  15  illegitimate 
births — corresponding  to  an  illegitimate  birth-rate  of  1*5  per  1000  of  the 
population  of  the  District,  being  lower  by  almost  half  than  in  the  year 
before.  Children  born  out  of  wedlock  equalled  9*91  per  cent  of  the 
Bridlington  births  and  2*4  per  cent  of  the  Quay  births. 


TABLE  OF  QUARTERS. 
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BRIDLINGTON. 

1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

v> 

s 

0 

(U 

o 

H 

13 

13 

a 

13 

O 

H 

"Tt” 

16 

11 

13 

15 

13 

19 

17 

32 

29 

30 
80 

21 

14 

16 

22 

~15~ 

16 

15 

12 

30 

81 

84 

Totals 

57 

64 
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BRIDLINGTON  QUAY. 
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13 

12 

20 
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85 
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61 

62 
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70 

64 
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Totals  for  the  District 

118 

126 

244 

143 

122 

265 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 

The  total  deaths  proper  to  the  District  (including  visitors)  were  172, 
of  which  85  were  males  and  87  females — Bridlington  being  responsible  for 
76  and  Bridlington  Quay  for  96.  This  mortality  is  heavier  than  in  1894 
which  had  135  deaths,  but  much  lighter  than  in  1893  when  the  fatalities 
ran  up  to  195. 

The  death-rate  of  1895  from  “ all  causes  ” was  19*94  per  1000  at 
Bridlington,  15*70  at  Bridlington  Quay,  and  17*82  for  the  Urban  District. 
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68 
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The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  equal  to  204-9  per 
1000  live  births,  and  constitute  29*0  per  centum  of  the  total  deaths.  Five 
of  these  infantile  deaths  were  of  children  born  out  of  wedlock,  and 
correspond  to  33-3  per  centum  of  the  illegitimate  births  and  10-0  per 
centum  of  the  infantile  mortality. 


DISTRICT  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  TEN  YEARS,  1886-95. 


i886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

Births. 
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214 

221 

211 

230 

246 

229 

225 

265 

244 
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173 
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Death-rates. 
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14-40 

14-70 

16-90 

19-08 

17-70 

19-8 

13-7 

17-32 

Zymotic. 

1-68 

1-02 

0-40 

0-70 

1-80 

1-42 

1-74 

2-54 

1-01 

2-92 

Infantile. 

140-2 

149-0 

108-5 

142-1 

147-8 

101-6 

135-3 

155-5 

116-9 

204-9 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  accompanying  Table  of  gross  mortality  is  arranged  to  show  the 
Disease,  age,  sex,  locality,  and  quarter  of  the  year  relating  to  each  death. 
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Disease  : — The  first  five  diseases  come  within  the  category  of  “ Seven 
Principal  Zymotic  Diseases  ” and  are  together  responsible  for  27  deaths,  as 
compared  with  10  in  the  preceding  year.  Thirteen  occurred  in  the  town- 
ship of  Hilderthovpe,  seven  in  Bridlington  Quay,  and  nine  in  the  Old 
Town.  The  Zymotic  death-rate  of  the  Urban  District  was  2-92  per  1000 
against  1*01  and  2*54  for  the  years  1894  and  1893.  Infiuenza  claimed  11 
victims  in  1895  as  compared  with  1 in  1894.  Cancer  and  Malignant 
Disease  had  10  deaths  in  1895 — being  the  highest  total  but  one  in  the  10 
years  1886-95.  Phthisis  and  Tuberculosis  with  11  deaths  are  the  lowest 
mortality  but  one  in  the  decade  1886-95,  whilst  the  17  fatal  cases  of 
Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy  constitute  the  smallest  yearly  quota  of 
mortality  from  these  complaints  in  the  same  period  of  ten  years  1886-95. 
Diseases  of  Brain  and  Spinal  Cord,  of  Heart  and  Vascular  System,  and  of 
Liver,  Stomach  and  Bowels,  each  took  a greater  number  of  victims  than  in 
the  preceding  year.  General  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Dentition  and 
allied  disorders  had  more  deaths,  and  Senile  Decay  the  same  number  as  in 
1894.  There  were  also  three  more  Inquests. 

Sex : — Ten  more  males  died  in  1895  than  females — against  two  in 
1891. 

Locality  : — For  the  first  time  I have  divided  the  gross  mortality  of  the 
Quay,  into  two  parts,  that  relating  to  the  Quay  proper  and  to  Hilderthorpe. 
The  data  of  population  in  these  two  townships  are-not  sufficiently  minute 
to  enable  me  to  give  the  corresponding  ratios  per  1000  of  population. 

Age  : — The  division  of  the  deaths  into  age-groups  of  childhood, 
under  15  years,  adult  life  15  to  65  years,  and  period  of  decline  65  years 
and  upwards,  shows  that  in  this  particular,  as  well  as  most  others,  the  year 
1895  occupies  a mean  between  the  exceptionally  low  mortality  of  1894,  and 
the  exceptionally  high  mortality  of  1893.  The  three  periods  above  indicated 
show  a mortality  of  65,  50  and  59,  for  these  respective  periods  in  1895  as 
compared  with  51,  36  and  51  for  1894. 


DEATHS  FEOM  DISEASES  IN  THE  ZYMOTIC  CLASS  IN  THE 
TEN  YEARS  1886-95. 


i886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

Diarrhoea 

8 

2 

1 

7 

6 

2 

19 

1 

18 

Diphtheria  

1 

2 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever... 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

4 

Scarlet  Fever ... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Measles 

3 

9 

6 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

6 

4 

Small  Pox  

1 

Croup  

1 

1 

1 

11 


DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  DISEASES  IN  THE  TEN  YEARS 

1886-95. 


Cancer  

6 

9 

4 

5 

12 

8 

6 

8 

5 

10 

Tuberculosis  ... 

13 

10 

13 

15 

14 

20 

16 

18 

17 

11 

Influenza 

1 

10 

6 

1 

11 

Bronchitis,  &c. 

25 

33 

28 

23 

31 

33 

29 

30 

28 

17 

:o: 

VACCINATION. 

Of  484  live  births  registered  during  the  year  ended  30th  of  June,  1895, 
there  were  359  successfully  vaccinated,  46  died  unvaccinated,  3 were 
postponed  by  medical  certificate,  4 were  removed  to  other  places  of  which 
the  Vaccination  Officers  were  forwarded  due  notice,  8 disappeared  and  64 
remain  unaccounted  for, — in  other  words  72 — being  14-87  per  cent  have 
escaped  the  protection  afforded  by  vaccination,  and  help  to  swell  the  fast 
increasing  crowd  oi  those  who  fill  hospitals,  or  fly  panic  stricken  about 
to  spread  infection  when  exposed  to  the  dangers  of  epidemic  Small  Pox. 
The  average  cost  of  a Small  Pox  case  to  the  community  is  about  £l6  ; it 
used  to  be  higher  but  the  more  extensive  provision  of  isolation  hospitals 
has  somewhat  reduced  the  average  cost. 

VACCINATION  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  10  YEARS  1886-95. 


Births. 

Success- 

fully 

Vacci- 

nated. 

Insus- 

ceptible. 

Died 

unvaccin- 

ated. 

Postpon’d 
by  Medi- 
cal Cer- 
tificate. 

Removed 

to 

places 

known. 

Lost 
sight  of. 

Per  centage 
unvaccinated. 

1886 

308 

268 

2 

27 

6 

2 

3 

— 

1887 

276 

216 

— 

31 

6 

9 

14 

5 per  cent 

1888 

299 

239 

— 

29 

3 

2 

26 

8*3  „ „ 

1889 

310 

191 

— 

37 

— 

2 

60 

17-4  „ „ 

1890 

275 

214 

— 

25 

1 

2 

33 

9*4  ,,  ,, 

1891 

324 

245 

— 

36 

2 

— 

40 

12-3  „ „ 

1892 

290 

206 

— 

24 

— . 

1 

59 

20-0  „ „ 

1893 

326 

202 

— 

53 

— 

2 

89 

27-3  „ „ 

1894 

309 

192 

— 

32 

2 

4 

77 

24-9  „ „ 

1895 

484 

359 

— 

46 

3 

4 

72 

14-8  „ „ 

I commend  the  two  last  columns  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  and  of  all  thinking  people  interested  in  the  public  wellfare. 


:o: 

LLOYD  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 

This  very  useful  and  truly  charitable  little  institution  continues  to  do 
most  excellent  service  to  the  sick  poor.  Excellent  authority  assures  us 
that  “ a friend  in  need  is  a friend  indeed,”  and  times  of  sickness  and 
accident  bring  home  to  most  of  us,  however  well  placed,  the  advantage  and 
comfort  of  such  kindly  attentions  as  friends  bestow.  To  the  poor  and  to 
those  living  constantly  on  the  borders  of  want,  sickness  and  accident  if  at 
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all  serious  bring  very  real  privations  and  much  suffering  unfelt  by  those 
more  favourably  placed  with  regard  to  this  world’s  goods  ; for  injuries,  for 
cases  of  acute  sickness  where  prompt  and  intelligent  assistance  is  of  vital 
importance,  and  in  the  sometimes  long  and  always  wearisome  course  of 
chronic  ailments  where  the  daily  ministrations  to  be  of  any  practical  value 
must  be  persistent,  the  Hospital  is  invaluable.  Such  cases  are . quite 
beyond  the  resources  of  the  homes  of  the  poor,  which  barely  suffice  for  the 
ordinary  requirements  of  the  family  when  in  health,  and  whose  attempts  at 
nursing  however  kindly  meant  are  mostly  spasmodic  and  altogether 
untrained. 


— .:o: 

ST.  ANNE’S  CONVALESCENT  HOME. 

This  summer  retreat  for  the  sick  poor  has  done  great  good  during  the 
time  it  has  been  planted  in  our  town  ; year  by  year  its  sphere  of  usefulness 
expands  and  its  inmates  come  from  an  ever  widening  circle  to  regain  in  the 
pleasant  sea  air  of  our  coast  the  health  and  strength  lost  in  the  arduous 
struggle  for  their  daily  bread  in  the  factory,  workshop  and  field,  and  to  cast 
off  the  lethal  influence  of  penury  and  insanitary  environment.  The  number 
of  patients  admitted  during  the  season  1895  was  over  900,  the  great 
majority  of  whom  derived  substantial  benefit  from  their  sojourn  here. 
Considerable  alterations  have  been  made,  and  others^  are  proposed  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Institution  and  enable  the  administration  to 
cope  with  the  increasing  applications  for  admission.  Funds  are  urgently 
needed. 


SANITATION. 

Much  good  work  has  been  done  by  your  Officers  during  the  past  year, 
in  periodically  and  systematically  inspecting  the  District  for  conditions 
inimical  to  health,  and  many  and  various  are  the  matters  which  have  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Committee.  Defective  water-closets, 
old  privies  emptying  into  large  ash-pits,  privies  next  to  larders,  houses 
where  night-soil  has  to  be  carried  through  dwelling-rooms,  bad  drainage, 
absent  dust-bins  and  soil-boxes,  deficient  or  absent  water-supply,  filthy 
premises,  offensive  trades,  lock-up  shops  without  sanitary  accornmodation, 
the  application  of  the  Sanitary  Acts  to  workshops  and  factories  by  the 
Urban  Authority,  the  visitation  and  regulation  of  dairies  and  cow-  yres, 
the  inspection  of  slaughter-houses  and  other  places  used  for  preparation 
and  sale  of  articles  for  human  food  are  some  of  the  items  which  have 
occupied  the  time  of  your  Officers  and  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in 
Inspector  Eeed’s  Deport. 
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The  shipping  and  fishing  craft  frequenting  the  harbour  have  been 
overhauled  under  the  110th  Section  P.H.A.,  and  in  several  cases  fumigated 
and  disinfected  or  cleansed.  We  have  fortunately  not  required  to  make 
use  of  the  tents  purchased  three  years  ago  for  the  reception  of  sea  borne 
cholera. 

Allow  me  again  to  remind  you  that  the  Bye  Laws  are  in  want  of 
revision,  and  that  we  are  still  without  any  reliable  index  or  register  of  the 
house  property  and  drainage  of  the  town  with  a comprehensive  plan 
to  'which  ready  reference  could  be  made. 

In  concluding  my  tenth  Annual  Report  I have  again  to  acknowledge 
the  ability  and  painstaking  courtesy  shown  by  the  Members  of  your 
Sanitary  Committee  in  dealing  with  the  various  questions  I have  brought 
before  them. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  A.  WETWAN,  M.R.O.S.  Eng 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Urban  District  Council  and  Sanitary  Authority,  Bridlington. 
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Bridlington  Quay, 

- i February  1st,  1896. 

To  THE  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Bridlington  Urban  District  Council. 
Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  you  my  Annual  Eeport  of  work  done 
in  the  Sanitary  Department,  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1895. 

Inspection. — I have  again  carried  out  as  far  as  possible  a house  to 
house  inspection  of  the  entire  District,  and  all  Sanitary  defects  have  been 
noted ; many  trivial  matters  have  been  dealt  with  by  me  during  the  year. 
Those  defects  requiring  such  action  have  been  reported  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee,  and  Notices  duly  served  to  abate  or  abolish  the  nuisance 
complained  of,  and  the  case  followed  up  until  the  Notice  was  complied  with. 

House  Drainage,  &c. — The  drainage  of  Houses,  Water  Supply, 
Ventilation,  &c.,  have  been  duly  investigated,  and  I am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report  that  the  Sanitary  condition  of  the  entire  District,  as  it  relates  to 
these  items,  is  generally  very  good. 

Tabular  Statement. — I append  herewith  a Tabular  Statement  of  the 
cases  with  which  I have  dealt,  containing,  as  you  will  observe,  a large 
number  of  instances  of  defective  Privies  and  soil  boxes,  Ashpits  and 
Drainage,  large  filthy  Dipstone  Cesspools,  Privies  in  a filthy  condition, 
worn  out  and  bad  old  Pan  Closets,  many  without  ventilation  and  with 
either  deficient  supply  or  entire  absence  of  water.  » 

Defective  Privies. — Defective  Privies,  Ashpits  &c.,  again  form  a large 
proportion  of  cases  reported,  and  are  mainly  the  old  system  of  privy 
without  soil  box,  discharging  into  a huge  ashpit,  capable  of  holding  a large  ♦ 
accumulation  of  refuse,  and  causing  considerable  nuisance  when  full ; in 
some  cases  the  contents  are  stored  for  purpose  of  sale,  in  others  the  yard 
doors  being  accidently  left  fastened  the  scavengers  were  not  able  to 
get  them  cleared.  Most  of  them  are  in  the  Old  Town. 
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Defective  Dkainage. — Defective  and  improper  House  Drainage  means 
in  the  majority  of  cases  that  the  Slopstone  waste  pipe  is  run  directly  into' 
the  drain  or  large  catchpit,  ventilating  both  into  the  dwelling-house.  The 
orders  have  in  all  cases  been  to  disconnect  from  drains,  &c.,  and  made  to  ' 
discharge,  in  the  open  air,  over  grating  of  Sanitary  Syphon  Gully. 

Dipstone  Cesspools. — 37  large  Dipstone  Cesspools,  some  as  much  as 
three  feet  in  depth  and  capable  of  holding  a large  accumulation  of  solid 
matter,  have  been  dealt  with,  and  orders  given  to  replace  the  same  by 
Sanitary  Syphon  Gullies. 

Water  Closets. — Defective  Water  Closets  are  in  most  cases  those 
known  as  Pan  Closets,  and  they  have  been  mostly  removed  and  replaced  by 
Closets  of  modern  pattern  and  construction. 

House  Scavenging. — The  House  Scavenging  of  the  whole  District  is 
divided  into  six  sub-districts,  numbered  1 to  6.  A new  sub-district  having 
been  made  at  the  commencement  of  last  year,  viz : Bridlington  two  sub- 
districts, Quay  three  sub-districts,  and  Hilderthorpe  one  sub-district.  In 
the  whole  of  the  sub-districts  the  work  has  been  fairly  well  done  by  the 
respective  Contractors,  leaving  far  less  room  for  complaints  than  in  previous 
years.  The  carts,  however,  are  inadequate  for  the  purpose,  and  complaints 
were  made  duriug  the  summer  months  of  the  large  trails  of  filthy  liquid 
escaping  therefrom. 

Disinfectants. — During  the  summer  months  Disinfectants  were 
supplied  to  each  Contractor,  and  were  fairly  well  distributed. 

Cow- sheds,  &c. — During  the  year  I have  made  systematic  inspection 
of  all  Cow-sheds,  Dairies  and  Milk-shops,  Slaughter-houses,  Common 
Lodging-houses,  Bake-houses,  &c.,  &c.  On  the  31st  December,  1895,  there 
*were  on  the  Eegister  52  Cow-sheds,  4 Milk-shops,  17  Slaughter-houses,  7 
Common  Lodging-houses,  and  19  Bake-houses.  The  Cow-sheds  generally 
have  been  kept  in  a fairly  satisfactory  condition  as  to  cleansing  and 
improvements  made,  and  the  majority  are  now  fairly  satisfactory.  Five 
new  Cow-sheds  have  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  place  of  old  ones, 
thereby  doing  away  with  some  of  the  more  ill-fitted  places.  Another  un- 
satisfactory place  has  ceased  to  be  utilised  as  a Cow-shed,  but  there  are 
still  a few  remaining  which  are  not  quite  up  to  the  mark  of  space,  light, 
drainage,  &c.,  &c.  Several  changes  of  Kegistration  have  been  made  during 
the -year,  and  four  persons  have  ceased  to  be  registered. 

Dairies. — There  are  several  Dairies  and  Milk  Stores  in  the  District, 
and  these  during  the  year  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition.  One 
new  Dairy  has  been  made  in  place  of  one  which  was  unsatisfactory. 

Milk  Shops.— There  are  4 Milk  Shops,  the  whole  of  which,  with  their 
utensils,  have  been  kept  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  17  Eegistered  Slaughter-houses  in  the 
District,  the  majoritj^  of  which  are  fairly  well  adapted  for  the  business  and 
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generally  comply  with  the  Council’s  bye-laws.  They  have  been  fairly  well 
managed,  only  a few  minor  infringements  of  the  rules  having  had  to  be 
corrected.  One  new  Slaughter-house  has  been  erected  which  is  a great 
improvement  both  as  to  structure  and  situation  of  same. 

CoikiMON  Lodging-houses. — The  number  of  Common  Lodging-houses 
on  the  Kegister  is  7,  all  situated  in  Bridlington,  capable  of  accommodating 
nightly  101  Lodgers,  and  for  that  number  provide  ample  cubic  space. 
During  the  year  I have  dealt  with  numerous  small  matters  which  frequently 
occur  in  those  places,  such  as  filthy  privies,  accumulation  of  manure, 
inattention  to  ventilation  of  sleeping  rooms.  Slops,  &c.  &c.  Additional 
privy  accommodation  has  been  made  to  registered  house  No.  7,  which  was 
very  much  needed  when  the  house  was  full  of  Lodgers.  One  keeper  of 
a Common  Lodging-house  was  summoned  for  allowing  overcrowding  to 
take  place,  for  which  offence  he  was  fined  Is. 

Bake-houses. — There  are  19  Bake-houses  in  the  district,  the  whole  of 
which  have  been  fairly  well  conducted,  and  comply  with  the  provisions 
relating  to  them,  only  a few  small  matters  have  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

Smoke  Observations. — During  the  year  21  observations  of  emitting 
dense  black  volumes  of  smoke  from  various  bake-house  and  other  chimneys 
have  been  noted,  duration  of  sama  being  from  2 to  15  minutes,  and  in  one 
case  (reported  to  the  Committee  on  May  21st)  to  the  extent  of  35  minutes. 

Inspections  Made. — During  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1895,  I 
have  made  the  following  number  of  visits  of  inspection  to  the  places  named 
below,  viz  : — 


To  Cow-sheds,  Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 
,,  Slaughter-houses 
,,  Common  Lodging-houses 
,,  Bake-houses  ... 

„ Workshops  and  places  of  Other  Trades 


432 

188 

84 

228 

18 


Total  ...  950 


Port  Inspections. — I have  also  inspected  during  the  year  12  sea-going 
vessels,  and  162  fishing  vessels  making  a total  of  174.  I have  found  some 
of  tfie  fishing  vessels  in  a very  dirty  condition.  During  the  summer  I 
requested  that  6 should  be  at  once  cleansed.  In  others  the  ventilation  was 
very  bad,  One  sea-going  vessel  I had  thoroughly  fumingated. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 


To  W.  A.  WETWAN,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Bridlington  Urban  District  Council. 


Yours  obediently, 

FRANCIS  REED, 
Inspector  of  Nuisances^  &c.,  &c. 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  CASES. 

Defective  Privies 
,,  Ashpits 

,,  Drainage 

Filthy  Dipstone  Cesspools  &c. 

Delapidated  Privies  and  Soil  Boxes 
Privies  emptying  through  dwelling-houses  ... 

,,  in  a filthy  condition 
,,  improperly  constructed 
New  Dust  Boxes  provided  ...  ...  ... 

W.C’s.  Defective,  and  want  of  Ventilation  ... 

,,  deficient,  or  without  Water  Supply  ... 

House  Drains  t'im.  blocked  up  ...  ...  .... 

New  connections  made  with  Main  Sewer  ... 

Floors  and  Yards  badly  paved 

Urinals,  Hotel  Yards,  &c.,  without  Water  Supply  ... 

Undrained  and  Filthy  Piggeries  and  Manure  Heaps 
Lock-up  Shops,  Workrooms,  &c.,  want  of  sanitary  accommodation 
Filthy  Living  and  Sleeping  Rooms  and  repairs 
Filthy  and  grown  up  Watercourses 


COW-SHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILK-SHOPS. 

Insufficient  Space  and  Light 
Limewashing  and  Cleansing 
Drainage  blocked  and  defective  ... 

Filthy  Manure  Heaps,  &c. 

Want  of  drainage  and  repairs  of  Floors 
Swine  removed  from  Cow-sheds  ... 

Bad  construction  of  Dairy 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 
Gullies  and  Drains  blocked  up 
Floors  and  Yards  badly  paved  &c.... 

Want  of  Limewashing  and  Cleansing 
Neglecting  to  remcve  Garbage  &c.... 

Bad  smells  from  boiling  in  yards  ... 

Deficient  Water  Supply  ... 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 
Drainage,  &c.  blocked  up... 

Filthy  Privies  and  Manure  Heaps... 

Want  of  Ventilation  and  inattention  to  Slops  &c.  ... 

Worn  out  and  Filthy  Soil  Boxes  ... 

Want  of  increased  privy  accommodation  ... 
Overcrowding  of  Rooms  ... 

Want  of  repairs  of  Roof  ... 


48 

16 

45 

37 

36 

6 

14 

2 

7 

22 

13 

9 

7 

5 

2 

7 

3 

3 

1 

283 


6 

6 

2 

4 

5 
1 
1 

24 


1 

3 

4 
4 
2 
1 

15 


1 

11 

7 

5 

1 

2 

1 


28 
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BAKE-HOUSES. 

Limewashing  and  Cleansing 
Removing  Ashes  &c. 

Other  Matters  ... 

8 

Total  number  of  Cases  ...  ...  358 

F.R. 


(M  (M 


